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2 Cor. iv. 9. 


Perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, 
Uh not deſtroyed. 


The precedent Verſe is this : 


We are troubled on every fide, yet not di- 
ſtreſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in 
deſpair ; Perſecuted, but — 


HESE words are ſpoken by S. Paul, notof 

the Chriſtians in general, but of the Apoltles ; 

who above all other Chriſtians, were ſo ob- 

noxious to ſufferings, becauſe they preached 
the new Doctrine of the Goſpel; which was the de- 
{truQtion of all orher Religions, throughout the Jews 
and Gentile world. 

But becauſe the Diſciples, or Lay-profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity have in all Ages and Governments ſuffer- 
ed in proportion with the Preachers of it, I ſhall conſi- 
der the. words in general, as they regard the whole 
body of any Chriſtian Communion, that ſuffer in any 
common Perſecution ; The Paſtors with their Flocks, 
the Teachers with their Hearers, the Clergy with the 
Laity. For it often ſo happens, that all that will live 
Godly ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, and that the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, be they Miniſters, or People, muſt 
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through many Tribulations and AMiCtions, enter into 
the Kingdom of God. : | 
_ For Chriſtianity isa ſuffering Religion, andabove all 
others expoſeth its profeſſors to' perſecution, becauſe 
when the Supream Power happens to be Infidel, Ido- 
later, or Heretick, and fo ſets it ſelf againſt the Goſpel 
in general, or any particular truth of it, it becomes 
the duty ofall Chriftian SubjeQts ta ſuffer, if. they will 
not fly. There's no tmean'in the Golpet betwixt theſe 
* Fujt. fete twoextreams, denying the Faith, or *fighting in the 
> os defence of it, being equally damning, fins.; for as it is 
dial.cum Trypb. written, Whoſoever denieth me before men, him will I de- 
54 3*3-" my before my Father which is in Heaven : So it is as plain- 
ly written, Whoſoever reſiſteth the. Power, reſiſteth the 
ordinaxce of God, and they that reſiſt ſhalreceive to them- 
ſelves damnation. And that we ſhould in no exigence 
**Aes 6 do the one, nor the other, but * chearfully ſuffer, or 
ris "x2, fave our ſelves by flight, it is allo written, Thar every 
54, d9wnto- one, who ſhall forſake Honſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, or 
_ - 7 > Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands, or 
uae aeu- Loſe his Life for Chriſt's ſake, and the Goſpels, ſhall receive 
Kenu, % 3 an hundred fold, and inherit Everlaſting Life ; and that 
wn. be they are bleſſed, who are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, 
mevi' om for theirs is the Kingdom of God, 
\£T1%4 T1 9 
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Accordingly hath it been the practice of all good 
Chriſtians to ſofter or fy; for ſo we are uſed to ſpeak, 
not that flight is not one ſort of ſuffering ( for it implies 
forſaking of Houſe, Relations, Lands, and Country ) 
but that itis the.cuſtom of all Languages, to ſpeak of 
the leſſer evil, as of a good, and ſo fight is if it be com- 
pared with Death, Slavery, or bodily Torments, 
which are more emphatically called ſufterings ; though 
really in itſelfit.is alſoa great degree of —_— 
whic 


— 


which the perſon #6 ung From perſecution ſhall be re- 
warded with Everlaſting Life. | | 
' Fay it hath deen the Inviolable praQtice of all good 
Chinifttins t6 ſuffer, -or fy, and never to reliſt ; ſo the 
Primitive Chr ſtrans did under Pagan, Arrian, and 
Apoft ate Emperors ; the Waldeaſes under Pagano-Chri- 
f1an, or Popiſh Powers, our own Anceſtors in the days 
of Qireen Mary ; and now our poor Brethren of the Re- 
formed French Communion, whoare fled hither in al- 
ſurance of his Majeſtie's proteQtion, and his Proteſtant 
Subjects Charity, to whom he, as it becomes ſo great 
a Patron of the Proreſtant Cauſe, hath moſt af 
onately recommended them, commanding us to ſtir 
ou up to ſo good a work, which I have choſento do 
in a Diſcourſe upon theſe words, upon which I ſhall 
proceed in the following method. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew what Perſecution is, or when 
Chrittians are truly ſaid to be Perſecuted. 

Secondly, T ſhall ſhew, that our Brethren of the 
French Church arc under a true Perſecution, or truly 
Perſecuted. 

Thiraly, 1ſhall ſhew you to what a degree they are 
Perfecited. 

And Laſtly, Tſhall ſhew you, that it is our indiſpen- 
ſable duty to help, and afhlt them, that now they are 
Perſecuted, they may not be deſtitute ; nor quite de- 
ſtroyed, though they be caſt down. Perſecuted, but 
not forſaken ; caft down, but ot deſtroyed, 


T. Firft, I ſhall ſhew, what Perſecation is, which 
15 very neceſſary for me to do, becaule the true notion 
of Perſecution is generally miſtaken, men often miſ- 
calling that by the odious name of Perſecution, which 
rs nothing, but the Execution of juſt, and ſometimes 
ot neceſſary, and wholeſom Laws. Thus the Modern 
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Jews in their writings ſpeak of themſelves as of a 
People, that are- Perſecuted by the ſeed of E/as 
throughout the whole -world. The Papiſts, thoſe in 
the _ Dominions eſpecially, complain, that they 
are perſecuted by the Hereticks ; and beſides them, 
thereare yet many other ſorts among us, who make 
bitter out-cries againſt Perſecution, when their ſuffer- 
ings, if tried by the true. teſt of Perſecution, would 
not, Tam confident, appear to be. ſuch, 

Therefore, that I may lay. down. the true notion of 
it, I muſt deſire you to obſerve, that the Original 
words in the Old and New Teſtament, as likewiſe the 
Latin word' for Perſecution, and to Perſecute. properly 
ſignifie to purſue, or run-after another to ſtop him, or 
get before him ; and from this Agoniſtical acceptation 
of the words, they are tranſlated into a Tropical ſence, 
to ſignifie to proſecute, purſue, or attach by Law, T 
confeſs ſometimes they ſignifie to purſue after another 
to kill him, and ſo come to be taken in a Military ſence 
to proſecute by the Sword.; but becauſe I:am reſolved 
toconfine my Diſcourſe to Legal, or pretended Legal 
Perſecution, I ſhall take no notice of Sword-perſecution 
further, than it happens to the Subjets from the Ma- 

iſtrate, by virtueof the Law. To make this which 
15 the firſt itep of my Diſcourſe, as plain as Iican, I 
tell you again, that the Scripture-words for to Perſe- 
cute, ſignihie to proſecute, or purſue by Law ; And by 
Law I here underſtand, Law in the largeſt ſence. for 
the Will and Pleaſure of the Supream Authority, 
whereby the Pele, that live under it, are comman- 
ded to ao, or nc ic 42, otherwiſe to ao, or forbear doing 
ſuch and ſuch things. 

Now becauſe in the ſeveral times wherein the ſeve- 
ral Books of rhe Old and New Teſtament were writ- 
ten, as well as in the Ages ſince, good men were often. 
proſecuted and purſued by Authoritative orders, for d- 
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isg of thoſe things, which God had ſome way Com-- 
manded, or for »ot doing of ſome things which he had 
ſome way or. other forbid ; therefore the- Law-rerms 
for proſecution came in an eſpecial manner toſignifie Per- 

zextion ; which indeed is.very ſeldom any thing elſe, 
but a * Legal, or in caſe of aies or wreſting the * 
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. . gum objiruittur 
Laws, a pretended .Legal-proſecution under Authori- I 


ty, for not obeying where God prohibits; for doing Tert- Apol. 
of any thing, which God hath any way commanded, 
or not doing any coung, which he hath any way forbid: 


as Peterand John ſaid unto the Sanbedrim, | Whether it | Tui etiam 
be right in the ſight of God to: hearken unto you more than nr" 
unto him, judge ye.. OO miſo inſtinutille-- 


gibu Chriſtia- 
ns demonum cult, ©& aras ſemper pollutas ſanguine viteremus. Martyres Thebzz Leg. ex Eu- 
cher. J\Ndti[ueve 33 dpyeis of YEuoiars Vaud 74 nod Trey ors mull x7 19 aeonuxor, Þ 
ui 6d.d cas news Smriucery, Polycarp. ad Proconſul, in Smyrn, Eccleſ. Epilt 


I have. x mind to make. ſure-work, as I'go, and- 
therefore I mult repeat it once more, and tell you, that 
Perſecution Attively taken. conſiſts in Legally proſecu- 
ting, and Paſſively taken in being Legally proſecnted for: 
not obeying Authority in thoſe-things which God pro- 
hibits : otherwiſe for proſecuting, or being proſecuted 
unro any-penalty- for doing: of thoſe things,, which he 
hath any way commanded ; or forbearing, or refuſing 
to do thoſe things, which he hath any way forbid. TI 
have put in the words 4»y way; becauſe thereare two 
ways by which God the King of Kings makes his plea- 
{ure knownunto men, by right Reaſon, or the'/ight of 
Nature, and by Revelation, which we. commonly.call 
the /ight.of Grace. 

Right Reaſon conſiſts in the common principles, 
which God hath implanted in all mens underſtandings, 
and the conclufions which ifſue :from them ; for as $S0o- 
lomon ſaith, The Underſtanding of a man is the Candle of 
the Lord ; and the light of Natural Reaſon is his Light, 
who, 


(6). 
who, as Cirero calls him in his Firſt Book of Laws, is 
infinita mens, & ratio, infinite Underſtanding and Rea- 
ſon; or as the Platonifts Allegorically ftike him, - apy- 
Towoy ©ws, Original Reaſon or Light. 62/441 

As for the light of Grace, or Revelation, there are 
many forts of it ; for God, as the Apoſtle fpeaks, who 
at ſundry times, and divers manners ſpake in the Pa- 
triarchal and Jewifſb times by Prophets, Oracular re- 
ſponſes, and voices from Heaven, hath in theſe laſt 
To {ſpoken unto us by his Son, who was the Antitype 
of Moſes, and by his Apoſtles, who were the Pro- 

iets of the New Teſtament; and theſe two ways the 

ight of Nature, and Scriptural Revelation are the ge- 
neral and ordinary means, by which we come to know 
- What is the will of God, 

Perſecution therefore ordinarily ſpeaking conſiſts 
with reſpect to the Perſecutors in Judicially proſecu- 
ting, and with reſpeCt ro the Perſecuted in being Judi- 
cially proſecuted unto any penalty for doing thole 
things which God hath commanded by the light of Na- 
ture, or Scriptural Revelation ; or for not doing of 
thoſe things, which he hath forbidden by cither, or 
both of thoſe two ways. This is the true notion of 
Perſecation, which conſiſts not in the greatneſs ofany 
mans ſufferings, which inconſiderate people chiefly 
look at, but in the righteouſneſs of the cauſe for which 
he ſuffers: For if he be purſued for doing any thing 
againlt the Law, or Government, under which he 
lives, that God hath not commanded, or for not do- 
ing of thoſe things, which God-hath not forbid, he is 
not perſecuted, but jultly proſecuted for diſobeying 
the Powers, which God hath bound him to obey. 

. "This is moſt agreeable' to our Saviours notion of 
Perſecution, Matth. 5. 10. Bleſſed are they, who are Per- 
ſecnted for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs ts the Kingdom of 
Heavez, Tothe underſtanding of which words, I I 
Ire 
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fireyout take notice, that righreou/neff in the Scrip- 
tare-ſtile, when it doth not fignifie juſt dealing, or (as 
it ſometimes doth: by an Hebraiſm Y* mercifulnefs, it is * Fſal. 112. 9, 
taken for Virtue, or Religion in its full latitude, or proton : 
obedience unto God. In this ſence righteouſneſs, and 2nnb.1.19. 
the righteous man, are oppoſed to wickednefs, and the 
wicked man, Ezek. 3. 19, 20. If thou warn the wicked 

»:4n-( ſaith God unto the Prophet ) azd he turn not from 

his wickedneſs --- Again, when a riohteaws man doth not 

turn from his righteouſneſs; &c. And in this fence of 
righteouſneſs ſaith our Saviour to his Diſciples, Excepe 

your righteouſneſs, 1.e. except your Religion and obe- 

dience to God exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees, 

you ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdomof Heaven, 

So ſaith he, Matrh. 6. 3 3. Firſt ſeek the Kingdom of God, 

z. e, the Goſpel, andits righteouſneſs, that 1s, the Reli- 

gion, and Obedience, which the Goſpel preſcribes, 

and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. According 

to this ſence of the word righteouſneſs S. Luke faith of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, that they were righteous before 

God, walking in all the Commandments and Ordinances of 

the Lord blameleſs, And as righteonſneſs ſignifies Obe- 

dience, and Religion in general : ſoit ſignifies allo any 

particular Divine Inſtitution, or the performance of 

any particular duty under any. Divine Laſtitution, as 

God is pleaſed to order and command. Thus the r:gh- 

nnſaoſs of the Law, Phil. 3. 6. ſignifies the performance 

of all thole Commands and Ordinances, which God 

required of the Jews and Profſelytes under the Old Te- 

ſtament; and the r/ghteon/neſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 17. 

ſignifies the performance of all thoſe duties, which 

God requires of Chriftians under the New. The one 
ſignifiesthe Jewiſh Religion, which conſiſted in obey- 

ing of Moſes, the other the Chriſtian, which conſiſts 1n 
obeying of Chriſt; that confifted in keeping the 0/z 

Law, and this in obſerving the Goſpel, which the 
Primitive 


* Neomenias veſtras, If dies 
ergo vacua fecit Nova Lex Domini noſtri Fe- 
ſu Chriſti, Ept. Barnab. — 5 20 & x88 
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Primitive *-writers in their Diſ- 
courſes with the Fews, uſually 
called the New; nay, as general 
words are frequently taken” in 
articular ſignifications : fo this 
word is taken for any particular 
| at, or objet of obedience to 
God, as Matth. 3. 15. when John forbad Feſwws to be 
baptized of him, Jeſw who knew that God required 
it of him, faith unto John, Suffer it ro be ſo, for thus 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, i. e. thus it is our 
duty for me to confirm, and approve thy imperfe& Mi- 
niſtry, and for thee to let it be ſo contirmed, becauſe 
it.is the pleafure of God. 

From all this it ts plam, that to be Perſecuted for 
righteouſneſs-lake, ſignifies tobe perſecuted for obed;- 
exce unto God, and therefore 'tis neither the perſon, nor 
the ſufferings, but the cauſe which makes Perſecuti- 
on : ſothat when men are proſecuted by Authority 
for any other cauſe, but for righteouſneſs, z.e. for Religi- 
onas Religion is taken for obedience to God's Laws, lr 
then.cefnplain,and pretend as much as they pleaſe,they 
arEnot perſecuted, but juſtly puniſhed for diſobedience 
tothe Supream Power. They ſuffer not for God's 
ſake, but their own ; they ſaffer not as Martyrs, and 
Confeſſors, but as Malefattors. This conſideration 
made S. Peter in his Firſt Epiſtle general ---- diſtinguiſh 
ſocarcfully between ſuffering as a MalefaQtor, and ſuf- 
feringasa Chriſtian, Chap. 4. 14, 15. If ye be reproached 
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» Orat Lucii for the name of Chriſt, happy are you ----- But let none of 
Mart. ad Ur- you ſuffer as * a Murderer, or as a Thief, or as an evil-do- 


bricium Dra- 
feb. Fuſt. AM, 


SApol. 1. 


but glorifie God on this beha 


er, -0r as 4 buſie-body in things that belons not unto him ; 


yet if any man ſuffer as aC —_ let him not be aſhamed, 
f. In the 24. Chap. 13. ver. 
he charged them to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordi- 


nance of man, whether it were to the Emperor, or his 


ſubordinate 
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ſubordinate Magiſtrates for the Lords ſake, as free in- 
deed in a ſpiritual ſence from many yokes, but not to 
uſe their Chriſtian freedom, as a.cloak for their ma- 
lignity, but as the ſervants of God. Then from Sub- 
jects he proceeds to the Servants or Slaves, who you 
may be ſure ſuffered much from Jewiſh, and Heathen 
Maſters upon the account of the Chriſtian Religion ; 
and he tells them that it was * acceptable to God, ifa 
man for conſcience towards God endured grief ſiuffer- 
ing wrongfully. And in the 34. Chap. after he had 
charged all Chriſtians, as being the beſt way to avoid 
ſufferings, to refrain their tongues, to eſchew evil, to 
do good, and ſeek peace, Who is he ( faith he ) that will 
harm you, if you be followers of that which is good ; but if 
notwithſtanding all this, you chance to ſuffer for righteouſ- 
neſs-ſake happy are ye, and be not afraid of their terror, 
xeither be troubled : and laſtly,in the 4th.Chap. he reſumes 
the argument again, in the words which I cited-above, 
concluding that they that ſo ſuffered according to the will 
- of Goa, ſhould commit the keeping of their Souls unto 
him, as unto a faithful Creator, 

Accordingly, there's ſcarce any one place of the 
New Teſtament, where ſufferings or perſecution are 
mentioned, but it is with "_ to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : as, Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile you, and 
perſecute you, and ſay all manzer of evil of you falſely for 
my ſake : Whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my ſake, and the 
Goſpels, the ſame ſhall ſaveit : Verily, verily, I ſay unto 
you, that there is no man that hath left Houſes, or Bre- 
thren, .or Siſters, or Father, or, &c. for my ſake and the 
Goſpels, but he ſhall receive an hundred fold, now in this 
time with perſecutions, ad iz the worldto come Eternal 
Life. 

From which places it is evident, that Perſecution 
conſiſts in ſuffering tor Chritt's fake, or for the ſake of 
the Chriſtian Religion, or any truth of it, or for obey- 

C ing 
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ing God in any particular of it, after the ſame manner 
that the Prophets, or holy men of old uſed to ſuffer un- 
der the Law, or Jewiſh Oeconomy ; as our Saviour 
ſaid, Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile you, and perſe- 
cute you, &c. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your reward in Heaven, far ſo perſecuted they the Prophets, 
which were before you. Accordingly Ads 5.41.*tis ſaid, 
that the Apoſtles departed from the preſence of the Coun- 
fel, where thev were beaten, rejoycing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer for his Name. 

To put all this together, Perſecution from the Civil 
Magiſtrate ( for to that I chiefly _=_—_ my Dil- 
courſe ) conliſts in inflicting, or ſuffeting any ſort of 
evil, or to any degree, for  lncouſhes Bike + for Re- 
ligions ſake ; for Chrilt's ſake ; for the Goſpels ſake; 
for Chriſt's Name ſake ; for Chriſtianities ſake ; ina 
word, to' ſuffer as the Prophets and Apoſtles did of 
old, who in all their ſufferings were reduced to this fad 
neceſſity, of diſobeying God, or the Civil Authority, 
as Peter and the other Apoſtles an{wered, and faid to 
the Sanhedrim, the ſecond time, when they comman- 
ded them to preach no more in the Name of Teſs, We 
onght to obey God, rather than man. 

The general notion of Perſecution, and of Chriſtian 
perſecution withal being thus ſtated, we may eaſily 
perceive, that a man can be perſecuted but upon two 
accounts, for matters of profeſſed Faith, or principles, 
or matters of practice. 

Upon the former account a man 1s truly Perſecuted, 
when he is proſecuted for teaching, or proteſſing any 
Truth, or true DoQrine, which he is bound by God 
to teach or profeſs ; or for diſowning or denying any 
Error, or falſe Doftrine, which he is bound by God 
to difown or deny. I have made this diſtinction be- 
tween owning of true, and diſowning of falſe Do- 
Ctrines, with reſpeCt to.the ſeveral ways in which men 
are 
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are wont to expreſs their minds in affirmative or nega- 
tive propoſitions ; although both ways of ſpeaking vir- 
tuallyand really are the ſame thing : As he that afſerts 
Jeſus to be Chriſt, doth virtually deny this blaſphe- 
mous propoſition, Feſ#s is not Chriſt ; and he that de- 
nieth this blaſphemous propoſition, Je/#s ts not Chriſt, 
doth virtually aſſert that Jeſws is Chriſt, Thus in all 
things the ar Aherord of Truth is a virtual denying of 
the oppoſite Error, and the denying of the oppoſite 
Error, an affirming ofthe contrary Truth; and great 
is the number of Martyrs, who have been truly Perſe- 
cuted upon theſe accounts. 

So Socrates was perſecuted to death by the Laws and 
Magiſtrates of Arhers, for aſſerting the true God, or 
denying the falſe. He aſſerted that there was but one 
God and Father of all, who made Heaven and Earth ; 
& that the Gods whom the Athenians worſhipped were 
dumb Idols, the work of mens hands. For this reaſon 


Tuſtin Martyr _—_— him in part as a * Chriſtian, * 4pt.:.9.4e. 
e whom | wicked men, by the inſtinCt | 4po.2.9. 55. 


and among tho 
of the Devil, perſecuted for righteouſneſs-ſake. 

He died a Martyr for Natural Religion; in the de- 
fence of a DoCtrine, which God had taught him by 
the Light of Nature, was not only true, but ſuch'a 
truth as was his duty to propagate and maintain. 

So likewiſe the Primitive Chriſtian profeſſors were 
perſecuted both by the Jews and Gertiles, for teaching 
and profeſſing the Dottrines of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and for denying the obligation or validity of the Law 
of Moſes, and . i Pagan Idols to be true Gods. 

So much for Perſecution upon matters of Faith, or 
Principles; and Perſecution for matters of Practice 1s 


| likewiſe ewofo/d, for matters of Divine worſhip, which 


concern the Firlt Table, or for matters of Julticeand 
Charity, which concern the Second, 
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With reſpeCt to the former, a man is Perſecuted ei- 
ther upon a negative account, for not denying of God, 
or, ſecondly, for not worſhipping a falſe God in op- 
poſition to him ; as the three Children in Daxel were 
perſecuted for not worſhipping the Golden Image of 

» Feel.Smmrn. {Vebuchadnezzar ; the Primitive Chriſtians for not 
Fpiſt. de Pol. * {wearing by the Emperor, and his Gezirs, for not 
carp. .Mart. | ſacrificing to Idols, and the Emperors * Statue; 
| Ones Det 
care, vel mori Angels, and the Hoft, as the Papilts call their Breaden 
mm God : or, —_— For worſhipping of him in an un» 
* Epiſt ad Tra- due manner ; whether 1t be poſitively ſo, as the Primi- 
j4n.1.10.97- tzye Chriſtians were perſecured by the Jews, for not 
worſhipping of God according to their manner, after 
it was abrogated, or »aturally fo as the Proteſtants are 
perſecuted tor not worſhipping of him according to the 
corrupt manner of the Papiſts, which is polluted with 
the worſhip of Creatures, and with many Sacrilegi- 


Ceremonies, which. utterly deprave and detile the Re- 
ligious offices to which they belong. 

Or ſecondly, upon a poſitive account, for worſhip- 
ping the true God, as Daxiel was perſecuted for wor- 
thipping of God as afore-time, after the decree of Dar:- 
# was made, not to ask any petition of God or man. 
for thirty days, except of the King. 

Solikewiſe with reſpect to matters of Juſtice and 
Charity, a mans alſo perſecuted upon two accounts, 
either tor not doing of ſomething, which is unjuſt or 
uncharitable, as the Egyptian Midwives were in dan- 

» Clem,ed (or. BET of being perlecuted by Pharaoh, for not murdering 
Epiſt.c.<4. p. tNE Hebrev Infants ; and many of the Primitive * Chrt- 
114 Edit. Ox- ſtians for not betraying or delivering up their B.cthren 
ahh ,, into the hands of the perſecutors, or for doing ſome 
juſt or charitable a&ion, which ought to have been 
done : as many of the Primitive Chriſtians, and Pro- 


teſtants 


caltores ſacrifi- And the Albigenſes for not worſhipping of. Saints and 


ous, Idolatrous, and truly ſuperſtitious Rites. and- 
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teſtants have been perſecuted for harbouring and re- 
lieving their diſtreſſed Brethren, and many of his Ma- 
jeſtie's loyal SubjeQts for harbouring, relieving, and 
aſſiſting of him. 

Theſe are all the caſes, for which a man ordinarily 
ſpeaking can be perſecuted :- it muſt be for matters of 
Faith, or matters of Practice, for matters of Divine 
worſhip, which belong to the firſt, or matters of Ju- 
ſtice and Charity, which belong to the ſecond Table 
of the Law. All righteonſneff, or matters of Religion, 
for which a man can be truly perſecuted, are reducible 
I fay to Faith or Praftice ; and all matters of Faith are 
either ſuch as are neceſſary to be known, that they are re- 
vealed, and they are but few, or that are neceſſary to be be- 
heved when they are known, and they may be very ma- 
ny ; and all matters of practice in ſhort are ſuch, as 
God hath made it either abſolutely neceſſary, or in 
ſuch circumſtances for man to do, or not to do. But if 
men will believe things to be Articles of Faith;. which 
God never made ſo ; and alſo make. rules for matters 
of Chriſtian practice, and Communion which God 
never made ; if they will believe falfe, or impious, or 
uncertain Doctrines to be certain and true, and ſet up 
new notions, which Primitive and Virgin Chriſtiant- 
ty never underſtood or profeſſed, and revive old Errors 
and Hereſies, which were condemned by the Catho- 
lick Church: In a word, if they will impoſe upon 
their own, and other mens Conſciences, and teach 
for Dottrines of God the. Traditions or Inventions of 
private men, let them {uffer never ſo much, or be ne- 
ver ſo much perſwaded in thetr own Conſciences of 
the truth of them, yet. they cannot be perſecuted for 
them, though when they are honeſtly minded with 
their erroneous Conſciences, and their errors do not 
tend to the publick diſturbance, nor thwart the com- 
mon fundamentals of Chriſtianity, they may be too ſe- 
verely uſed. Ilay 


C14.) 
I fay men that coine new DoQtrines, and Rules, and 

Precepts for Chriſtian Practice and Communion 

which God never made, let them ſufter never ſo much 

from Authority in the defence of them, yet they are 

not perſecuted, but rightfully puniſhed, and ſuffer not 

as Chriſtians, butas Criminals; and though God will 
be merciful to their miſtakes, when they proceed not 
from an 1ll mind, and pardon their ignorance, when 
itis not wilful and aftetted, yet they can neither ſuffer 
as Confeſlors nor Martyrs, nor ſhall they receive the 
promiſed reward for their ſufferings in the world to 

come. 

No! whoſoever is truly perſecuted mult ſufter for Do- 
Qtrinesand Laws, which God hath given us,for the com- 
mon principles of Chriſtianity,& not for private fancies 
and inventions ; and therefore when you hear men cry 
*Recauſet Out of perſecution, conſider for what Scriptural Truth, 
havehere for what Articleof the Creed, for what * Catholick 
made mention mrinciple;for what part of Chriftianity,for what Goſpel 


of the common ' . : 
principles of- Doctrine they ſuffer, or in obedience to what Goſpel 
Chriſtianity, ; 

which | call Catholick principles, I ſhall here explain my ſelf in the words of the moſt Learned 
Dr. Bevercge, who hath deſerved ſo well of the Church Catholick, in his Prozmium before his 
(odex Canonum Yindicatus. Si pragrgnde boc omnium cujuſque ſeculi Chriſtianorum c01 pus, 
quod Catholics ſrve univerſs Eccleſia vklgo appellatur, ut ubique, © ſemper conſtitutum attenti 
perluſtremas, certs quedam quaſi communiz in eo deprehendemus principia, que rotum percurrunt, 
omne/que illius partes & ſibi invicem, & capiti corncttunt, E quibus primum, illudque e quo ca- 
rer4 orjuntur, ct, Sacram Scripturam ſive vetus noyumque Teſtamentum, Divimrus etle inſpi- 
ratam Verum enimwvers bac ſaora Scriptura, ctiamft in iis, que ad cujuſque ſalutcm abſo- 
lute ſunt ncecſſaria, praceptis clariſſima ſit omnibus maniſeſta ; quantum ramen ad doitrinan |} c= 
tat, ©& cxtcrnam Eccliſix diſciplinam, ea pro ipſa ſua altitudine non uno codemque ſenſu 45 omni- 
bus accipitur ut obſcrvavit olim Vincent, Lirinenlis, © ex bereticss, © ſchiſmaticis ſatrs 
ſuperque corſt:t, qui nempe ſinguli pravas ſuas opiniones, praxeſque & ſacris Seripturts ſuo modo in- 
tcrpretatis, cliciuss. In byjuſmodt itaque rebus ſi non errandi, nec offendendi certi eſſe velimus, 
imprimss frocul omni dubio caucndum ej}, ne privits noſtris aliorum opinionibus, aut conjecluric, 
pertinaccs nimu adb.ercamus, ſed nobiſcum potius recolamus, quid univerſa Eccleſia, vel maxima 
{altem pars Chriſtianorum de iſtis ſenſerint, © in ca 4cquie/camus ſentent1a, in quam Chriſtiani per 
omnia ſccula conſenſerumt : quemadmodum enim omni in re cen'enſus omnium vox neturs ct, ut 
air Ciccro, ſic etiam in bujuſmodi rebus conſenſus omnium (briſtianorum vox Evangclii merits ba- 
beatur. Multa autem ſunt, quz licct in ſacris Scripturis expreſſe, ac definite non legantur, com- 
muni tamen omnium (oriſtianorum conſenſione ex iis eruantur. Ex. gr, Tres diſtintas in ſa- 
croſancta Trinitate Perſonas vencrandas effſe, Patrem, Filium & Spiritum Sanftum, ho!ſque ſin- 
salos yerum eſſe Deum, & tamen unum tantummodo eſſe Deum :; Chriſtum St4y9pwroy elle, vere 
Deum , 
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Deum, ac vere hominem in uni eademque perſoni. Zac & ſimilis, quamvis totidem ver}is ac 
ſhBabis nec in vercri, nec in novo inſtruments tradantur, de iis ramen, ut utroque fundatis inter 
omnes ſemper convenit Chriſtianos, demptis tantummodo paucis quibuſdam bareticis, quorum in 
religione baud mejor habenda eſt ratio, quam monſtrorum in neturd, Sic etiam Infantes ſacro 
Baptiſinate abluendos eſſe, & ſponſores adillud Sacramentum adhibendos : dominicum ſive pri- 
mam per (ingulas ſeptimanas feriam religiose obſervandam efſe ; Paſſionis, Reſurrettionis & AL- 
cenſionis Domini ad Caelum, nec non Spiritus Santi adventiis commemorationem per ſingulos 
annos peragendam z Eccleſiam ubique per Epiſcopos a Presbyteris diſtinttos, iiſque I'rwlatos 
adminiftrandam efſe, Fic per mille © quadringentos ab Apoſiolis annos in publicum Ec- 
cleſie uſum ubique recepts fucrunt, nec ullam intra ilud tempus invenre eſt Eccleſiam in ea non con- 
ſentientem, aded ut quaſi communes ſint notiones 01:nium 4b origine Chriſtizuorum animis inſitz, 
non 1am ex ullis particularibus Scripture locis, quam ex omnibus : ex generali totins Zuangelii ſco- 
po, Of nenore, ex ipſt religionis in eo ſtabilite naturs © propoſito, arque ex conſtanti denique Apo- 
ftolorum traditione, qui Eccleſiaſticos bujuſmodi ritus, & generales, ut ita loquar, Evangelii in- 
terpretationes per univerſum terrarum orbem und cun fide propagerunt. Alioquin- enim non credi- 
bile, imd vero impoſſibile prorſus efſet, ut tam unenimi conſenſione ubique I ſcmper ah onnibus re- 
ciperentur. id. etiam Caffandri defenſionem officit pii viri, adverſns Calvinum, 


Law ; for*tis no matter how much they areperſwaded 
in their own Conſciences, and to what degree they ſut- 
fer ; but do you enquire after their opinions, and then 
try if they are any part of Chriſtianity, and if upon 
trial they be not found to be ſo, their clamour and noiſe - 
about perſecution muſt be unjuſt and vain. As for ex- 
ample, there is now a loud cry among the Papiſts of 
the perſecution of the Catholicks (as they mil-call 
themſelves) and of the perſecuting Laws againſt the 
Catholicks in Ezz/and ; but ſuppoſe all our Laws were 
executed againſt them, for what Article of the Creed, 
for what Goſpel-doftrine, or Precept, for what Ca- 
tholick principle, or for what part of Chriſtianity 
would theſe Pleudocatholicks ſuffer ? are theſe Goſpel- 
truths or Catholick principles, that the Biſhop of Rowe 
is Chriſt's Vicar General, and that he 15 Supream 
above all other Biſhops of the Catholick Church? Can 
they prove either by the Scriptures, or by univerſal 
Tradition, that he is infallible either in the Chair or 
out of it, and that there is no Salvation to be had with- 
out the Pale and Communion of his Church ? Are 
theſe, not to mention Tranſubſtantiation, Image-wor- 
ſhip, the Invocation of Saints and Angels, Praying 1n 
an 


* Nlitckel 


King, Kid 
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an unknown Tongue, &«. any parts of the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem ; or did the Primitive Chriſtians, or ſo much 
as one Church of Primitive Chriſtians know or profeſs 
theſe things ? No! they are not Articles of Faith, 
nor Goſpel-doctrines, nor common notions of Chriſti- 
anity, but contradictions to all theſe, and the Do- 
Arines, and Traditions of men. 

In like manner, not to mention the late * MalefaCtors 
in Scotlard,our diflenting Brethren here have made grie- 
vouscries about Perſecution, and their writings are full 
of reflections upon the perſecuting Laws,8 of invettives 
againſt the makers of the Law for Unitormity ; but for 
what Goſpel-truth or Precept? for what Catholick 
principle, or for obedience to what Law of Je/as Chrilt 
did they ever yet ſufter,or can they ſuffer by thoſe Laws ? 
Is this a Goſpel-doctrine, or Catholick principle, that 
the original Government of the Church was Presbyre- 
rian, and that the Government of it by Biſhops above 
Presbyters, and diſtin&t from them, 1s an alteration of 
the original Government, and an uſurpation over the 
Church of God ? If it be, let them ſhew us when this 
diſparity of Biſhops from Presbyters began ? Let them 
aſſign the time of this univerſal Aberration and Apo- 
ſtalie from the Primitive platform ; ' whether it was 
done in the time of the Apoſtles, or 1n the times next 
unto them. If it was done in their time, let them tell 
us whether it was done with their conſent, or with- 
out it; or if in the times next unto them, let them tell 
us the names of thoſe Drotrepheſes, who did firſt at- 
tempt or atchicve it ; let them ſhew us ſo much as one 
Record, that doth make mention of it; or let them 
tell us how ſo great an alteration was made both over 
the Presbyters, andover the Church, and yet not one 
Church or Presbyter aſlert its right ? Or how it came 
to paſs for example, that Jematizs an holy Martyr, | 
Presbyter of Azt:och, ſhould 1o early uſurp the Eccle- } 
flaſtical 
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h ſiaſtical Government of * S$y- 
G | 7a at a time when there were 
> | ſuch vaſt multitudeSof Chriſti- 
"> ans in it, and elſewhere, that 
4 | T yberianus Preſident of Paleſtine 


told the Emperor Traja, under 


\_ * Ad Rom. ao mo] Tarel 71 4 
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: whom he {uttered, that he was * Neque enim civitates tant im ſed vices 
's | wearied with puniſhing, and fretom gpm /aptiions cop 
f killing the Galileans; and * Pli- dcſularsrempla 
, #y Proprztor of Bithynia, told the 
ws ſame Emperor, that the Chriſtian Religion had fo in- 
k tected the Cities, Towns, and Villages in his Pro- 
RN vince, that the Heathen Temples were become deſo- 
> | late, and untrequented ; or if Biſhops then had not 
- many particular I under their inſpection, 
ns how ſhould the ſame holy Martyr in his Epiltle ro the 


"a ” a . . "Extivn C: 
F Church of S-yrz4 diſtinguiſh between perional Com- cj, yur 


'E munion with the Biſhop, and with another Miniſter 9/43», » 
f licenſed by him, and' diſallow all other Commu- 77,7 552% 
* nions but ſuch? In like manner is it a Goſpel «- «7s a 
a} doctrine, or Catholick principle, that Book-forms of 75%* 
- prayer are unlawful ; or that God cannot be fo wor- 
n thily worſhipped by them, or in ſo ſpiritual a manner, 
- as by extemporary prayers? Is there one placg in the 
Bible that prefers extemporary before preſcribed Forms 
L of Prayer ? Doth the praQtice of the Catholick Church 
o prefer thoſe before theſe? Or is there any thing in 
I Scripture or Antiquity to ſhew, that it is a fin fora 
# Miniſter to wear a Linen garment, when he officiates 
G in the Church. Are National Churches unlawful, or 
N inconſiſtent with the progreſs of the Chriſtian Religi- « cre, Atex. 
cf on, or the notion of Chriſtian Union and Communt- Strom! 2. 5X 
E | on ? Doth either the Goſpel, or any thing in Chritti- agus 1 
i anity teach us, that the uſe of Ceremonies is unlawful wereete 

| in Divine worſhip ? or that the Sign of the * Crols is —_— 


Caro abluitur ---- £2r0 ſignatuy. De corona, Ad omnem ---- fronem Cyucis ſignaculo teyimus. 
D now 
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now become unlawful in the Office of Baptiſm ? Are 
theſe Chriſtian DoQrines or Precepts, that the People 
have a right to chuſe their own Miniſters ; that no 
Power upon Earth, at leaſt no Secular Power, can fſi- 
lence or ſuſpend a Miniſter ; that Tnfant-Baptiſm is un- 
lawful ; or that the Scripture is the Adequate Rule of 
Conſcience and Practice ; or that nothing ought to be 
inſtituted in the Service and Worſhip of God, which 

he hath not commanded or approved in his Word ? 
Are any of theſe, not to. mention others, Articles 
of Faith, or Goſpel-dottrines, or Catholick principles ? 
If they be, how came they to lye {o long undiſcovered, 
and never to be found out, but by a few particular men 
among us, ſome about an hundred, and ſome about 
thirty and forty years ago ? What, were all Chriſtian 
Dodtors before Popery, and all ſince the Reformation 
trom it, but a few Diſſcaters of theſe Countries, blind, 
that they could never yet diſcern theſe DoQrines in 
the Scriptures, neither in expreſs terms, nor in the 
{cope and tenor ofthem ? theſe Doctrines which would 
make the profeſſors of them now ſeparate from all Na- 
tional eſtabliſhments of. the Proteſtant Religion, as 
well asours, and which muſt have obliged: them, had 
they lived in the firſt and beſt Ages of Chriſtianity, to 

have ſeparated from all the Churches in the world ? 
: For there were * Biſhops over 
* As Fames.3t Feruſalem. and S. Fobn the ſeveral Congregations ſuperior 
apoſtle at Fpbſs, borhwhich ara6en of 10, aq diſtin®t from Presbyters 
pares the Bithop to the High-Prieſt, c. 49. 1n the Apoſtles times ; and the 
7 Cr.) ret wha, th Ionte Chriſtian writers of the_ next 
ten bolineſs 20 #he Lord. Euſeb, lib. 5.6. 24+ Age to them, upon whoſe Au- 
Epiphin. in bar. Nazar. © in ber. 78. Mare thority we take the Books of the 

at Alexandria, who alſo is ſaid to have © . . 

worethe Pontifical Frontlet. Yaleſ. not. ad New Teſtzment. to be their wri- 
b.5.c.24. Euſ. not to mention Clemens, tings, did teach and believe the 


Caius, Arcbippus, Oneſimus, Euoliy, Timo» ; 
thy, Titus, Ignatius, &c. who were all ſuch office of ſuch a Biſhop to be the 


Biſhops according to Cacholick Antiquity. Ordinance of God, And in 
thoſe 
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thoſe pure and Virgin-ti 
ſhipped God irgin-times of Chriſtian 
pane x barre of Prayer, RY (uy hobo 
mea Necionel ——i into* Metropolitan prenrmon in 
at all {orts of Dev rches, uſed the Sign of _ "_ Ll. 2c. 
their Biſhops, at _ received their Minilſt eCroks 322 016 
to ſgnihe their DD _— it 15 true, they uſed a- | 
wont to do at our King" ion, as the People w 
ver polPd g's Coronation : amy 
» 0 In —_—_ nor properly _ ne- 
of Chriſtianity, while the Diſchles of Virgin Ages 
governe D1lctptes 
{54 | > dns the Biſhops Neo : | Tat. ad 
or adminilter an byes not ſo much as to | ot 
bar The y — without their le preach, _ Car 
—_ or — _ and Penn de bajo, c 
'e NaV 17, Concil. An- 
TT on Exampee in the Word hg neither 2g, © 
om Ty always mixed © —_— Shall I _— adverſ, 
had a clean(in ine, to ſignitie, that the ane the Flt ou 
as they believ c virtue in it, which mylte of Chriſt Aol. Cone, 
with the bloud f eprelented by the win wh; fl a, Fen "ora 
| gy of the nos 6 OS ſide. —wlay th ConkCanaa, 
ent > al Bread 
Suk cry Frome they were (tors ——_ ab- cFuſt. Alert, 
worſhipped G oy to the ſame Altar : the ſame a 
| Milk 4s H O towards the * Eaſt rp and they * Rep 4 
lignifie - bags” 4 to drink unto Nees ao gave the 1, 
Me oo dafira the four barn Bibes tho (Tews 
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WhPFſantide [th Fo their Devotions from | — arilt : — 
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Apoſtles days they * dipt baptized- perſons. over the 
head, and let them. remain a little ſpace under water, 
to ſignifie, that they were buried with Chriſtin Bap- 
tiſm. They alſo then had || Love-feaſts joyned with 
the holy Euchariſt ; the * ſalutation of the holy Kiſs ; 
and obſerved the Jewiſh cuſtom of ſaying the Hebrew 
word || Amernat. the concluſion of every Prayer. 

Thele were the general, beſides the particular Ce- 
remonies of particular Churches; and in one word, 
there was never any ſeparation made or thought of in 
any of the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, upon the 
account of Ceremonies ; and therefore ſince the belief 
and praQtice of God's univerſal Church in the firſt 
and beſt Ages, arecontrary to the DoCtrines and Pre- 
cepts, by which aur diſſenting Brethren in vain at- 
tempt to juſtifie their ſeparation, How can. they be 
Dottrines and Precepts. of the Goſpel ? How can they 
be Catholick principles, or parts of Chriſtianity ? and 
how can they be perſecuted in the defence thereof ? 
No! theyate no parts of Chriſtianity, no Laws nor 
Dottrines of the Goſpel, but meer humane. inventi- 
ons, meer humane fancies and opinions, and moſt of 
them modern. opinions too. Primitive Chrittianity 
never heard nor thought of ſuch things, and notions, 


- but they have been invented and advanced to juſtifie 


the Schiſmatical praCtices of ſome Men, who have not 
brought their Works. to the Rule, but the Rule, I 
mean the Goſpel, to their Works. In a word, they 
are all Novelties, or renewed Errors ; all Impious, 
Falſe, or Amoſt uncertain Notions ; and thoſe that 
Teach them, be who they will, Teach for Doctrines 
of God the Traditions and Opinions of Men. o 


I I: But this is not the caſe of our poor Brethren of 


the. French Church ; *tis not for theſe, nor any ſuch 
Qpinions as theſe, that they ſuffer, but for R_—_ 
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ſuch true, and denying ſuch falſe Doftrines, as God' 
hath obliged them to profeſs, and deny ; and for dif. 
obeying their King, in doing or not doing of thoſe 
things which God hath commanded them to do, or not 
to do, This is the ſecond part of my Diſcourſe, 
wherein, after having ſtated the true Notion of Perſe- 
cution, I told you I would prove they are truly perſe- 
cuted ; which you =y perceive I can do no other way, 
but by ſhewing, that they ſuffer for Righteouſneſs-fake, 
for Religions fake, for the Truths of the Goſpel, and 
in defence of the Goſpel-Laws. Thecaſe is really with 
them, as it was with the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
ſtians; they are under a neceſlity of diſobeying the 
Supream Authority, in not conforming to the Gallicar 
Church, becauſe the Doftrine and Worſhip of it are 
plainly inconſiſtent with the -Dottrines of the.Goſpel, 
and the Evangelical Worſhipof God: As for example;. 
the Goſpel hath commanded us not to worſhip Angels, 
as in Colofſ. 2. 18. Let no max ( ſaith the Apoſtle) de-. 
ceive you of your reward, in a voluntary humility, and 
worſhipping of Angels: And Rev. 19. 20. when S. John 
fell at the Angel's feet to worſhip him, See ( faith the 
bleſſed Spirit ) thou do it not, for I am thy fellow-ſervant, 
But the Gallican Church, like all the reſt of the Papal 
Communion, Teacheth and Practiſeth the worſhip- 
ping of Angels, and maketh ſolemn Invocations, not 
only of the Angels and Archangelsin general, but of 
this and that Angel by their proper Names. 

The Goſpel plainly forbiddeth praying in an un- 
known Tongue, becauſe-he that ſpeaketh in a Tongue 
unknown to.the People, ſpeaketh not unto man ( as 
ns art but unto God and the Air; and 
he that ſo ſpeaketh is a Barbarian unto the People, be- 
caule they know not the meaning of.his voice ; yet not- 
withſtanding all that is ſo exprelly written upon this 


matter, 1 Cor. 14.. the Galiican Church uſeth Latin-ofi- 
CC5,-. 
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ces, and their publick Worſhip is all in Latin, which 
the People do not underſtand. 

The Goſpel teacheth, that as there is but one God ; 
ſo there is but one Mediator betwixt God and Man, 
the man Chriff Jeſus, to whom alone we muſt pray to 
Fn . ., Makeinterce(ſion for us to God : but the Gallicax Church 

Dom. quint4 * C.; dA 4 ab T l 
poſi Epiph, ad prays to yaints and Angels, and above all, to the 
poſcenda - | bleſſed Virgin to make interceſſion for them : Sothat 
iragia nano If her prayers were in the Mother-tongue, the People 
oavi Sanfti could not joyn in Her worſhip, without committin 
hor nent Idolatry againſt God, and Blaſphemy againſt Jeſs 
ſor exiſtar, riſt, 
| De Santa 


Mari oratio in all their Maſſes, — ut qui vere eam genitricem Dei credimus, cjus apud te inter. 


ceſſionibus adjuyemur. Ortio in circumciſione Domini, — ut ipſam pro nobis intercedere fenti- 
aNUS — y 


The Goſpel aſſureth us, that Jeſs Chriſt aſcended 
into Heaven, and there fitteth at the right hand of 
God to make interceſſion for us, and that he was once 
offered up for all, and by one offering of himſelf, per- 
fected for ever, them that are SanCtihed : but the Galli- 
can, like all other Popiſh Churches, teacheth, that he 
1s bodily preſent, and bodily offered up in the Sacrifice 
of the Maſle, and that his real fleſh and bones are eaten, 
when the conlecrate Wafer 1s eaten, and that the Ho- 
fire, as they call the great Wafer, which they expoſe, 


and carry about, 1s the * very 
* Urbanns VIII. in his Preface before (Chy;/#, This they keep in 4 
the Miſſal, begins thus. Si quid yh in rebus i y | DoX 


bumans plane divinum, quod nobu ſuperni ci- ON purpole, and on | ſolemn days 


ves ( ſi in es invidia caderet ) invidere poſſent, 
34 ccrte eſt SS. Miſſe Sacrificium, cujus be- 
neficio fit, ut bomines quadam anticipatione 
poſſideant in terris calum, dum ante oculos 
habent, & manibus contreQtent coli terre- 
que conditorem, 

| Efecially tbe two Corpns Chriſti days, 
called by tke Gallican Church, Feſtes de Dice, 
rhe Fealls of God, 


carry it in Proceſſion, as the Pa. 
gans did their Idols, to be ado- 
red; and where ever it is met, 
there the People mult fall dowllh, 
and worſhip ; and whereſoever 
the Prieſt makes a ſtand, there 
muſt prayers be offered up unto 
it, as untorhe very Chriſt. The 
Hcathens 


> 
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Heathens were never guilty of more groſs, andabſurd 
Idolatry, than this. The worſhipping of a Leek, or an 
Onion, or an head of Garlick, as the Egyprians did, is 
not more againſt common Senſe and Reaſon, than the 
worſhipping ofa Wafer, the work of a Baker, or Con- 
fetioners hand. And then as to the Elements to be 
received in the holy Euchariſt, the Goſpel faith ex- 
preſly, that at the Inſtitution of it our Lord zook bread, 
and brake it, and gave it to his 4.49 laying, Take, 
eat, this is my body ---- likewiſe that he took the Cup, lay- 


ing, Drink ye all of this ; for -— This is related in the- 


ſame manner by S. Paul, x Cor. 11. where he allo faith, 
Whoſoever eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himſelf. Accordingly the Pri- 
mitive univerſal Church adminiſtred it exattly after 
Chri/?s Inſtitution, as 15 evident out of * [2native, | Ju- 
ftin Martyr, &c. And all ſucceeding Ages followed 


* 41 Phila- 


delph. is mois 


e407. 


this Primitive practice, and ſtill doth tollow it through- | 42% * 
out the * univerſal Church, except the Church of * («/zxd. de 
Rome, which began above Five Hundred years ſince $74 £om.- 


to take away the Cup from the People, for fear ( O ſi- 
perſtitious Souls ! ) that they ſhould ſpill the Bloud. 
Yet the Gallicen Church, for all her fine pretences to 
Liberty, ſtill continues ſo ſtrictly Popiſh, that ſhe de- 
prives her People of the Cup, although the Saviour ſhe 
_— to worſhip, Proleptically ſpeaking of this 
ly Sacrament, faith, Whoſoever eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my bloud, hath Eternal Life, 

W hat ſhall I ſay of the abominable Dottrines of S«- 


premacy, Infallibility, and Purgatory, which ſhe alloweth : 


jg the practices that follow thereupon, and of her 


ImaFe-worſhip,and Croſs-worſhip,& Crucifix worſhip ? not to + 


mention her Ceremonies,which for their number are in- 
tolerable, and for their nature ſuch as vilifie, pollute,and 


deprave the worſhip of God. Theſe are the things which 
make our French Brethren diſſent from the publick eſta- - 
| bliſhmenr. . 
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bliſhment. There is a plain oppoſition betwixt the Do- 
Etrines and Worſhip ſet forth in the Goſpel, and the 


Pottrines and worlhip of the Galiican Church, They 
cannot conform unto it, nor live in the Communion 
of it, and be true to the Goſpel, nor obey their Prince 
in this particular, becauſe Obedience unto him would 
be Diſobedience unto God. | 

They have no quarrel at the Church, becaule it is 


* Calv. ad S1dol, If the Biihops wou'd ſo 
rule, as to ſibmit themſelves ro Chriſt, 
then if there ſhall be any char ſhall not ſub- 
mit themſelves to that Hierarchy, reverent- 
ly, and with the greateſt obedience that 
nay be, there is no kind of Avathema, 
whereof they «re not worthy, id, inſt:r. 1. 4; 
C. 4. 4+ bcqa de diverſ. grad. contr. Sarav. 
C. 21, ,Melanitbon ad camer. an. 1530. Con- 
feſſ- Aug. de Eccleſ. poteſt. Apol. Confeſ. 
Aug. ad art. 14. Princeys Anbalt.in concion. 
ſuper Matth. 7. Bogerman. Preſident of the 
Hnod of Dort. Nay Blondel himſelf in Con- 
clul. Apol. pro Hieronymo, which by the 
importunity of the Agems of the general A/- 
ſembly be was prevail: d with 10 leave out, with 
grcat numbers more to bc ſcen in Dr, Fern 
againſt Champney, Bancrofts Survey, ch. 8. 
Maſon's defence of the Ordination, Oc. 
Dr. Durell of the Reformed Churches 
and the poſthumous piece of Biſhop Morton 
publiſhed by Sir Hen. Yelverton. Laſtly, ſce 
Ar. de Langle, and Mr. Claude's Letters at 
the end of the moſt worthy and moſt learned 
Dean of Paiils bis Unregjonableneſs of Sc- 
paration, which tbe late Agent at Charenton 
did ” vain endeavour to make them rc- 
Ira, 


Epiſcopal, but becauſe it is Po- 
piſh ; tor * though they have not 
Biſhops, yet their and other Re- 
formed Writers have approved 
the Office, and proteſted that 
they would, if they could have 
retained them, and deſired that 
their rejeting of them might be 
imputed to neceſhty, and not to 
their choice. They have gene- 
rally declared, that they wall 
ſubmit to their you Biſhops, it 
they will Reform ; and ſome of 
them for want of Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, which they believe to 
be of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, have 
thought their own Churches de- 
ficient, and in that reſpect not fo 
perfect as ours. They are for- 
med into a National Church, and 
are for National Churches, & de- 
teſt Sovereign Independent Com- 


munions, and their Miniſters officiate in a diſtinct hgbit, 


and areſo far from diſhking or undervaluing Litur 
that they Pray, Baptize, and Adminiſter the holy 
Communion in Liturgical Forms. 


tes, 


They lilence and 


ſuſpend Miniſters in their Conliſtories and Synods : 
They would have had Church-Muſick, Organs I 


mcan, 
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mean, if they might, and would condemn all thoſe 
as guilty of Schiſm, who only under the infinite pre- 
tence of purer Ordinances, and purer Worſhip, would 
ſet up private Congregations, and erect private Altars 
in oppoſition tothe publick, and then teach the People, 
that the Magiſtrate hath nothing to do in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal matters; but that they ought to repair to thoſe 
Congregations, where they find they can profit moſt. 
No ! they diſſent not upon ſuch thin and abſurd pre- 
tences as theſe, but for the ſame reaſons, that their 
noble Anceſtors the Albigenſes, and our Anceſtors ſince 
them, diſſented from the Church of Rome. They do 
not only pretend Conſcience, and ſay their Conſcien- 
ces tell them, that ſuch and ſuch things are unlawful ; 
but they produce the Rules, and Precepts, and Do- 
Arines of the Goſpel, which thoſe Doftrines, which 
they cannot profeſs, and thoſe things which they can- 
not practiſe, plainly contradict. The reaſons of their 
Non-conformity do not vary, as time ſerves, but they 
are the ſame that they were from the beginning ; and 
they are not ſuch as would overthrow all Communi- 
ons, and deſtroy all the Churches that are, or can be 
in the world. In a word, they diſſent and diſobey in 
the defence of the Goſpel, and of the plain and un- 
doubted Goſpel-truths, They are the moſt noble, 
eſſential, and integral parts of Chriſtianity, which 
they adhere to; and it is notſo much a Chrittian, as a 
Pagano-Chriſtiaz, a molt corrupt, tyrannical, and Ido- 
latrous Church, to which they refuſe to conform. 
As Romeis myltical Babyloz the Great, the Mother of 
Harlots, and abominations of the Earth : So the Gal{i- 
can-Church is a Province belonging to the myſtical Ba- 
bylon, a Daughter of that Mother of Harlots, full of 
Fornication, and alſo drunk with the bloud of the 
Saints. Her Kings have all committed Fornication 
with her ; but theſe are come out of her, that they 
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might not be partaker of her Sins. This is their hard 
_ they are reduced to a neceſlity of finning or ſuf- 
fering ; and therefore their ſufferings are truly, and 
properly Perſecutions ; for they ſuffer for Righteoul: 
neſs-ſake, and the Golpels-fake, and according to the 
will of God. *Tis for Conſcience towards God, that 
they endure grief; for a good Conſcience, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, which is oppoled to an evil Conſci- 
ence defiled with finful principles and fin. A good 
Conſcience in the Scriptures is otherwiſe called a pure 
Conſcience[ 1 Trm. 3.9. 2 Tim.1.3.]and it is compa- 
red toa body waſhed with water {[ Hebr. 10. 22. 1 Pet. 
3. 21. ] becaule it is devoid of all ſinful prejudice and 
corrupt affetions, - which pervert men's underſtan- 
dings, and render them indocile, and are able to make 
them call black white, and white black. The ſame is 
called in the Parable of the Sower, a» honeſt aud good 
heart, becauſe it receives the Truth with all readineſs, 
and impartially ſearcheth the Scriptures, whether 
things be ſo or no; and in what perſon ſoever this ſort 
of Conſcience is, he would be glad to obey his Sove- 
reign, and be of the eſtabliſhed Communion, becauſe 
he knows theſeare indiſpenſable duties, when they can 
be done without denying Goſpel-doQtrines, or break- 
ing Goſpel-Laws. 

Such ingenuous Souls will be ready to hear, and rea- 
dy to give an anſwer to every man that ſhall ask them 
a reaſon of their doings, with meeknels, and fear ; 
and when they ſufler for doing good, as our French 
Brethren, and fellow-members now do; they are 
made partakers of Chris ſuffering in this world, 
and thall be made partakers with him in everlaſting 
Glory, among Martyrs and Confeſlors, in the world 
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ITI. Having now ſhewn firſt what Perſecutien is, 
and ſecondly, That our French Brethren are Perſecu- 
ted ; I proceed in the Third place to ſhew, to what a 
degree they are Perſecuted, and how deplorable their 
ſufferings are, and how uneaſie and dangerous it is 
for them to continue in their Native Country, where 
they are treated more like Slaves than SubjeAs, and 
daily vexed with J/iaz Edits and Decrees. 

' For they are deprived of the ancient Liberties, 
which were granted unto them by former Princes, the 
Father and Grandfather of this preſent King. Many 


of their * Univerſities are diflolved, and more than * 5edes, the 


half their Temples razed, contrary to the Faith of 
Oaths and Edidts, and againſt the common right of; 


Preſcription of Three and Fourſcore years. They are Cbitition. 


not allowed to erect Free-Schools for the Education of 
their own Children, nor Hoſpitals for the mainte- 
nance of their own Poor, nor can they have the bene- 
fit of oe already Erected, without turning to the Po- 
piſh Religion. The Lords of Mannors among them, 
who formerly had _ to keep Miniſters, and ſet u 
the Reformed Worſhip 1n their own Houſes, and call 
their Neighbours and Tenants unto it by the ſound ofa 
Bell, are now ina moſt Arbitrary manner, deprived 
of that priviledge : And in the Cities where they are, 
moſt numerous Colledges of Jeſuits, or Houſes of Miſſion 
for propagating the Faith are eretted, into which undu- 
tiful Children or Servants, under a pretence of turn- 
ing Catholicks, = retreat when they pleaſe ; and 
in the greateſt of thoſe Cities, where perhaps Ten 
School-Maſters could hardly teach all their Children, 
the late Laws allow them but one, and their unjuſt 
Magiſtrates commonly none. 

hey are forbidden to ſet up the Fleurs de Luces 1n 
their Churches, becauſe they muſt not bear any _ 
E 2 O 


* As at Cha 
renton, La- 
Rochelle, 
Montpellicr, 
Niſmes, 
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of Royal favour ; and as a further token of Royal diſ- 
pleaſure and contempt, their chief Seats, and mor 
coſtly Pewsare ordered to be pulled down. | 

Formerly Papiſts were allowed ſolemaly to renounce 
their Religion in the Proteſtant Temples; and ſcarce 
a Lords-day paſled in the places where they were * nu- 
merous, but ſome Converts might be ſeen ſo to re- 
nounce ; but now all Papitſts are torbidden to turn Pro- 
teſtants under pain of death, or the penalty of an infa- 
mous ſort of Penance, called L* amando honorable, in 
which the recanting perſon only in his Shirt, with a 
Torch in his hand, and a Rope about his neck, and 
the- Hangman ſtanding behind him, begs pardon of 
God and man, for having renounced the Catholick 
(as they miſ-call the Romiſh) Religion, and is. after- 
wards puniſhed with Baniſhment, it not with confiſca- 
tion of Goods. 

On the contrary, Proteſtants have all imaginable 
encouragement to turn Papiſts ; Penſions, Honours, 
Offices, and Preferments ; and to ſecure them after 
they have once declared, the forementioned ſeverity 
( as I have been informed) is the puniſhment of a 7e- 
lapſe. 

The Magiſtrates of the place have Authority to go 
with the Prieſt, and what other company they pleale, 
to viſit ſick Proteſtants, and turn their Friends and 
Attendants out of the Room, and diſcourſe with them 
about their Religion ; and if either hopes of reward, 
ora delirous condition, or impatience, or any other 
cauſe make them ſpeak any thing in favour of the Ro- 
miſb Religion, then they preſently take witneſs that 
they turned Papiſts : After which, if the ſick per- 
{ons die, they are to be buried as Papiſts, and if they 
left Children behind them, they alſoare to be bred 
Papiſts ; but if they recover, they are obnoxious to the 
Law. againſt a relapſe. 


Their 
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Their Miniſters cannot without great danger and 
difficulty viſit Proteſtants, which lye ſick in Popiſh 
Houſes,. but every pitiful Sacrificulus, every ignorant 
bufie Prieſt hath Authority to gointo Proteſtant Hou- 
ſes, and viſit the ſick as often as they pleaſe ; and when 
their Women are in travail, like the Hebrew-women 
in the time of hardned Pharaoh, they mult have Popiſh 
Egyptian Midwives, w hich isa far greater terror to ma- 
ny of them, than the pains of Childbirth it ſelf. 

Formerly they were capable of the Magiſtracy in Ci- 
ties and Burghs, where they lived, but now they are 
incapacitated : Formerly they were to ſit in their 
Courts of Juſtice, as the Chambers of the Edit, ( fo 
called from the Edit of Nantes, by which they were 
erected in favour of Proteſtants) and the Party-Cham- 
bers of the Provinces, where halt the Judges are Pro- 
teſtants, and half Papiſts ; but now they are deprived: 
of that priviledge : So that for want-of Judges of their 
own Religion, they thave little or no benefit of the 
Law, when a Catholick is their Antagoniſt ; but 
when both parties are Proteltants, if one change, or 
promiſe to change his Religion, he is uſually ſure to 
gain the Caule. 

And as they are baniſhed from the Bench-; ſo are 
they baniſhed trom the Bar and Faculties : For no Prc- 
teltant can be Councellor, Atturney, Notarv, Chi- 
rurgeon, Apothecary, Midwife, &c. In one word, 
they are. made utterly uncapable of all employmentrs 
Civil or Military ; and by that means are deprivedof 
all Honours and better conveniences of life, of all the 
comfortable means of ſubſiſtence and well-being, 
which the Papiſts enjoy in their Otfices at Court, and 
in the Country ; in Peace, and in War, and 1n the 
Armies, both by Sea and Land. 

This is their miſerable condition, and what: is-yet 
worlc, their Children have liberty at Seven _ of 

ge 
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Age to chuſe their own Religion ; and ifto prevent 
the miſchief that may follow upon this, they ſend them 
away, they mult forfeit a years revenue of their Eftates, 
if they do not produce them within a year ; but if they 
do not produce them within two, then they muſt for- 
feit the whole. But in caſe they have no viſible 
Eſtates, then they are {ubje&t to Arbitrary valuations, 
and to Arbitrary Fines impoſed thereupon. 

If their Children upon this liberty happen to change 
their Religion, as many will do rather than endure 
wholſom y pen wr their Parents are bound to main- 
tain them, as they do their other Children, or elſe to 
allow them a Penſion for their maintenance, and their 
Daughters ſochanging, may leave their Parents, and 
g0 into Nunneries when they pleaſe. 

This is the complement of all their other miſcries, 
and to avoid ſogreat a miſchief, it 1s, that they fly in 
flocks to Proteſtant Countries, that they may Gre the 
Souls of their own bowels, and not have them bred u 
in Popiſh darkneſs, and the regions of the ſhadow of 
death. Some have llipt away by _ with their Fa- 
milies, and driven without intermiſhon, till they have 
got out of their imperious Princes Dominions ; and 
others, as is credibly reported, have ſhipt off their little 
Ones, pack*d up in Bales of Merchantable Goods. 

As for their Miniſters, they upon any pretended 
crimesare baniſhed, fined, or 1mpriſoned, on purpoſe 
ro make them forſake their Flocks, and diſcourage the 
| People from putting their Children to the ftudy of Di- 

vinity : Nay, they are in an eſpecial manner obuoxi- 
ous tothe barbarous cruelties and inſults of the Soul- 
diery, who have free Quarter upon the poor Prote- 
ſtants, whom they abuſe ro what degree they pleaſe. 

In ſome * Provinces they trail them, lil:c dogs, by 
the neck to Maſfle, torture them till they renounce their 
Religion, and moſt inhumanely milulc, or m1 = 
tholc. 
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thoſe, whom God enables to reſiſt unto bloud : and 
though theſe tyrannical and arbitrary outrages be not 
done by open order, yet it may be preſumed they are 
done upon connivance, and according to the ſecret 
will of the Supream Authority, ſince thoſe that do 
them are neitherpuniſhed nor reſtrained, notwithſtan- 
ding the complaints which the ſufferers daily make at 
Court, Theſe barbarous inſolencies added: to the ſe- 
verity of the Royal Edits, you may be ſure adds 
wings to their haſte, and makes them fly in oe hur- 
ry and confuſion into foreign Countries ; and the pro- 
vidence of God hath caſt many of them, like ſhip- 
wracked men, on our Coaſts, and expects that we 
ſhould ſhew them no little kindnefs, but receive them cour- 
zteouſly, and do good unto them in an eſpecial manner, 
as unto them that are of the houſhold of Faith. They are 
Perſecuted, but we muſt not forſake them, they are 
grievoully caſ# down, but in ſuch an exigence as this, 
we mult not let them he deſtroyed. 


I'V. And therefore I proceed in the laſt place to 
ſhew, that it is our duty to help and afliſt them, to en- 
courage and ſupport them in this time of calamity, to 
refreſh their bowels, and miniſter unto their preſſing 
wants. For there are but three ways by which the 
ſpirits of perſecuted men can be ſupported ; by the ze- 
ftimony of a good Conſcience ; the comforts and joys of the 
Hzly Ghoſt, and the charitable aſſiſtance of their Brethren, 
when ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) the members have the 
ſame care one for another ; and if one member ſuffer, 
all the members ſuffer with it; and when from this 
diffuſive ſpirit of charity which aCtuates all the parts of 
the truly Catholick Church, thoſe that have riches, 
andliveateaſe, will contribute to thoſe that are poor, 
and in diſtreſs. 


The 
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The teſtimony of a good Conſcience is a great cor- 
dial, becauſe it reſults trom conſidering, that we ſut- 
fer for Righteouſneſs-ſake, and {oare conformed unto 
Chriſt in his ſufferings, and thereby have a comfortable 
title to all thole mighty promiſes, which he 
hath made unto them, that forſake Father, and 
Mother, and Wife, and Children, and Lands, and 
Country, nay, and lay down their lives for his and the 
Goſpels-ſake. This conſideration made the Apoltle 
glory, and rejoyce, and take pleaſure in his /nfirmitzes, 
in reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, and in diſtreſ- 
ſes for nol ſake. And I queſtion not, but our ſut- 
tering Brethren, the Confeſſors of the French Commu- 
'nion, are ſupported in their preſent mileries, by theſe 
comfortable reflections, and rejoyce in ſpirit, that they 
are counted worthy to ſuffer for his holy Name. 

The comforts and joys of the Holy Spirit conſiſt in 
thoſe gracious irradiations, by which God is wont in 
an extraordinary, manner to affect the Souls of true 
ſufferers, in fuch{meaſures, as their condition requires. 
From this principle, I conceive, it was, that Pal and 
Silas, after they had received many ſtripes, ſang at 
midnight in the innermoſt Priſon, with their feet faſt 
in the Stocks ; and that ſo many Martyrs have (miled 
upon their Tormentors, and broiled in the Flames, 
with little, or without any ſenſe of pain. In ſuch ca- 
ſes it ſeems reaſonable to conclude, that their natural 
is {trengthned with infuſed courage; and that they are 
alſo rendred more or leſs ſenleleſs, becauſe they are ren- 
dred Ecſttatick with the ſecret aſſurance of Gods fa- 
vour, whichin 1 Thefſ. 1.6. is called joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. I cannot ſay, that our ſuftering Brethren, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, are yet in ſuch a condition, as to 
{tand 1n need of ſupernatural aſſiſtance ; but when ever 
It EN God to call them, or us, to ſucha degree 
of Perſecution, that we ſhall be killed all the day long, 
ati 
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and be counted as ſheep for the laughter ; I queſtion 
not but he will afſiſt us in it; and in all theſe things 
make us more than conquerors, through Jeſs Chriſt 
our Lord. 

But beſides the comforts, which the ſuffering mem- 
bers of Chriſt receive from their own Conſciences, and 
the Spirit of God, they are to receive ſupport and com- 
fort from the Brotherhood, from their fellow-mem- 
bers in Feſws Chriſt. Thus, 2 Cor. chap. 8, 9. we find 
the Apoltle exhorting the Corizthians, after the ex- 
ample of the Churches in Mazedonza, to a liberalcon- 
tribution for the poor diſtreſſed Saints at Jeruſalem. 
Thus alſo, As 11. the Diſciples of Aztioch, as ſoon 
2s they underſtood by the Prophet Agabrs, that there 
would be a Dearth throughoutall the World ( which 
is the Scripture-phraſe for all Jude) they determined 
to ſend relief unto the Brethren of Jade, by the hands 
of Bernabas and Paul. For the Univerſal Church is but 
one Body, whereof Chriſt is the Head; one Family, 
whereof he is the Maſter; one Temple, or Spiritual- 
building, whereof he is the chief Corner-ſtone ; and 
this ſtrict relation we have to one another, as members 
of the univerſal Church, is ſuch, that if one member 
of it ſuffer, all the members ought to ſufter with it ; 
and therefore a Soul void of pity and compaſſion, a Soul 
that cannot ſympathize with his ſuffering Brethren, 
though, asto outward appearance, he may be a Chri- 
ſtian, yet he hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, that Spirit of 
Love, which informs all his members, as the Soul doth 
all the parts of the Body, and makes them fenſible of 
one anothers harms. By this ( faitly Chriſt ) ſhall all 
men know, that you are my Diſciples, if ye love one ano- 
ther. And if we love one another ( faith S. John ) God 
dwelleth ix #s ; and this Commandment have we from 
him, that he that loveth God, love his Brother allo, 


Therefore (my Brethren) God by his Providence hath 
F now 
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now brovglit you to the eſt, to try every one of you,, 
whether you are true members of £hrift, or no? It is. 
Chriſt that hath ſent theſe his poor members to beg re- 
liefof you, and in as muchas you do it, or not do it, to 
one of theſe little ones, remember, that you do it, or 
not do it to him. 

But beſides the obligation you have from Chriſtian 
charity, Chriſtian equity allo obligeth you to do it ; 
For whatſoever: you would that men ould do unto you 1 
any condition, that you are bound by the Goſpel to do 
unto them ; and therefore as you would deſire or expe& 
to be dealt with in a time of- Perſecution, fo it is your 
duty now to deal with them. The times of perform- 
ing ſome Goſpel-duties ſeldom occur, but when they 
bappen (and they always happen by God's ſpecial Pro- 
vidence qe ought to look upon ſuch accidents as pro- 
vidential calls to the vigorous and exemplary perfor- 
mance of them; and who knows, whether God hath 
brought this evil upon our Brethren, not only for the 
trial of their Faith and Patience, but of our Love, Pi- 
ty and Compaſſion, and of our willingneſs to miniſter 
unto the Saints. Therefore let us now aequit our 
ſelves like loving Brethren towards them, who are true 
Sons of that Mother Church to which they belong, 
and from which they never yet departed, from the be- 
ginning of the Reformation under the endleſs pretence 
of ſetting up purer Congregations, and enjoying purer 
Ordinances, and purer Worſhip ; but from the be- 


ginning have kept the unity of Spirit in the bond of 


ace. Letus not be backward to Good, and diſtri- 
ute among them, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well 
pleaſed. Let your abundance, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
be a ſupply for their want ; and who knows, but that 
God ſeeing our readinels to relieve them in Perſecution, 
may be {o well pleaſed, as to deliver us from Perſecu- 
tion, and all the Fudgments which we fear. If _ 
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have the benefit ofour Money,our Church ſhall have the 
benefit of their Prayers; they will be obliged byour 
Charity to beſeech God'to make up our Breaches, and 
heal our Diviſions ; to unite us into the Primitive Apo- 
ſtolical Government and Communion ; that our Jeruſa- 
lem may be as a City that is compa® together,and once 
more become, as ſhe formerly hath been, the glory of 
all Reformed Churches, and terrible-as an Army with 
Banners to her Enemies-of Rowe, 

Therefore let every one of you be merciful unto them 
after his power ; if thou haſt much, give plenteouſly ; 
if thou haſt little, do thy diligence to give of that ltele ; 
for if there be. firſt a willing mind, 1t is accepted by 
God, according to whata man hath, and not accor- 
ding to what he hath not. Only I. charge you, who 
are richin this world, that you be ready to give, and 

lad todiſtribute unto them, laying up in ſtofe for your 
Lives a good foundation againſt the time tocome, that 
you may attain Eternal Life, which God- of his infi- 
nite mercy grant usall, through Jeſs Chriſt our Lord. . 
Amen. 


